
CHIL DR EN andBA P T IS M

Affirmations by oureldersregardingbaptism ofchildren:

 Baptism isanactofobedienceandasym bolofone’snew lifeinChrist.

 N eitherS cripturenorourchurchconstitutiongiveam inim um ageforbaptism ,butbothaffirm
baptism asforbeingforallChristianbelievers.

 Baptism istobegivenby thechurchtonew believersw hohavegivencredibletestim ony offaith
inChristforsalvationby grace.

 Baptism isalsoconsistently presentedintheN T asanintroductionintothebody ofChrist,the
church,w hichisnecessarily expectedtobem anifestedlocally,m eaningoneisthenexpectedto
w alkasaChristianw ithaparticularlocalchurch.

 A believer’sbaptism shouldbeseenasaone-tim eeventm arkingtheendoftheoldpersonand
beginningofthenew andshouldnotberepeated.

 Itisdifficultforyoungchildrentodem onstratethechangethatcom esw ithnew lifeinChristin
suchaw ay thatthechurchcanaffirm .1

 W hilechurchesshouldbecarefultoavoiddiscouragingyoungnew believersfrom progressingin
theirfaith,thechurchhastheresponsibility nottogivefalseassurancesofsalvation.T hechurch
alsom ustupholdandprom oteregeneratechurchm em bershipforthehealthofthechurchand
itstestim ony.2

W erecommend thatparentsofchildrenw hoareprofessingfaithinChristshouldpursuebaptism for
suchchildrenonly w hen

1. T heChristianparentsofthischildandthechildareready forthechildtotakeresponsibility for
hisorherrelationshipw ithGod,

a. m eaningthattheparentsw ouldtransitionfrom beingtheresponsibleleadersofthis
childinhisorherrelationshipw ithGodtosupportersofthatchild’sw alkw ithGod,

i. sim ilartohow onetakesresponsibility toinstructalessm aturebrotheror
sisterinChristinthechurchbutnotoverridethatfellow believer’sresponsibility
beforetheL ord;

2. T heparentshaveshepherdedthechildthroughbothanelders-approvedstudy onChristian
baptism andthechurch’sstatem entoffaithsothatthechildunderstandsw hatheorsheis
em bracing;

1 A 1993 study onbaptism foundthat36% ofadultbaptism sinS BC churchesw erere-baptism sforpeoplew ho
w erebaptizedinS BC churchesaschildren,statingthatthey didnotbelievethey w ereregeneratebelieversattheir
previousattem ptatbaptism .S eeP hilipB.Jones,A Study of Adults Baptized in Southern Baptist Churches,1993
(Atlanta:Hom eM issionBoard,1995)5.

2 R egeneraterefersto“ new life” or“ bornagain.”



3. T hechildandparenthavem etw ithoneoftheelderstoconfesspersonally thatheorshehas
faithinChristandthereforew antstoidentify w ithChristinobediencethroughbaptism

a. thism eansthechildsaysitinone’sow nw ay w ithoutassistancefrom theparents;
i. thisisnotastringenttestinany w ay;theirprofessionjustneedstobetruly
theirsandcredible;

4. Andthechildneedstothenconfessthisnew faithbeforethechurchinany gatheringm ade
availabletothew holechurchandstatetheirdesiretofollow Christinbaptism .

IfachildhasplacedtheirfaithinChristbutisnotready toassum eresponsibility fortheirfaithw iththe
restofthechurch,thenthisshouldstillbecelebrated!Heorshem ay announcetothechurchduringa
sharingtim ethatheorshehasplacedfaithinJesusforsalvationandhow happy thatheorsheisto
havearelationshipw ithGod.T hechurchshouldrejoiceinthis,andtheparentsandtheeldersshould
sharehow excitedthey arew iththechildandhow they lookforw ardtothischildoneday
dem onstratingthisrelationshipthroughbaptism w henthey areready inthew aysoutlinedabove.


